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dilapidated condition. The walls that remain here and there, stand in testi-
mony of this past. It is said that 5,000 (500 P)1 years ago one Anavema
Reddi reaped a harvest of gold cereals here, by the grace of God. He is said
to have covered the Lord's sanctum sanctorum, the Mukhamantapam,
Vimanam, Dhwajasthambam etc., with gold plating. These can be seen in a
ruined condition now. The temple has two prakaras. Sivaleela carvings and
basreliefs on the theme of love are to be found on the outer prakara wall, on
all the four sides of the temple depicting the skill of the sculptor's hand. The
basreliefs are not to be found on the more rocky portions. The arches as
on a fort are to be seen on the prakara top. An image is found to be carved-
for each such arch. The inner prakara inside the temple is in a ruined condi
tion. The mantapas are in a similar condition. The worship and nwedana
to the Lord along with the offering of lights is according to the pleasure of the
archakas here and not at all an established daily routine. Brahmins however
can touch the Lord and perform abhishekam and naivedyam. Worship
however at the temple of Devi Bhramaramba is being done regularly by the
Miran-archakas who reside in the temple precincts. This archaka-clerk
does not usually last for more than an year ; whether it is due to the disease
prevalent in this area or whether due to some failure on the part of his worship
is not clear. However a brahmin by name Rajasri Botlu aged about fifty has
been surviving here as archaka and ekangi for the last five years and this is
amazing !
%
The Lord's Lingam in the temple is about as high as the span of a hand
from the floor. The five sikharas of the Vimanam on all its four sides are in a
ruined state. The sikhara in the centre, is.available for darshan by pilgrims.
On this way, the Sikharadarsan is not possible until the pilgrim actually enters
the temple. However, the pilgrim on the Nellore-Cumbham route obtains
such a view at a distance of 6 miles from the temple at a high place called Sikha-
reswaram.
The Ghenchus residing near the temple, like the Chenchus at Atmakur
are arrogant. Their habitations which are only huts are located on an
elevated place very near the Bhramaramba shrine and the shrine for Lord
Mallikarjunaswami. The image of the Mother Bhramaramba is small,
beautiful and in the seated pose. A Srlchakram has been installed on the
'Step3 of this deity's sanctum sanctorum. There are eleven theerthams
in the temple. Water oozing out of the hills and flowing underground
make up the waters of the theertham and flow out thereafter. Mantapams
have been built over every theertham to keep away the Sun's heat. No
theertham is deeper than the height up to a man's knees. The waters are said
to be unhealthy according to local versions. The water is clear though very
cold. The receipts o f this temple are about Rs. 18,000 a year but the Kandanur
Nawab who receives this revenue does not bother about the requirements of the
temple in the least. Fees are payable even on the expenditure on repairs
1.   The veracity of this legend is anybody's guess.